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Workshop Leaders:  
 

Teri CARAWAY – University of Minnesota – teri.caraway@gmail.com  

Teri Caraway is a Professor of Political Science at the University of Minnesota. Her research areas encompass 

a wide array of issues, including comparative political economy of labor, transnational labor issues, Southeast 

Asia politics, gender, and comparative politics. From 2013 to 2014, she was a Rajawali Research Fellow at the 

Equality Development and Globalization Studies program at Northwestern University, and received the 

Fullbright Senior Scholar Award in 2004. Her most recent book, Labor and Politics in Indonesia (Cambridge, 

2020, with Michele Ford), was published this year, and she has also published articles in World Politics, 

International Organization, Comparative Political Studies, Comparative Politics, Politics & Society, 

Perspectives on Politics, Journal of East Asian Studies, and other journals.   
 

Edmund CHENG – City University of Hong Kong – ew.cheng@cityu.edu.hk 

Edmund W. Cheng is an Associate Professor of the Department of Public Policy and the Director of the Political 

Analysis Lab at the City University of Hong Kong. He is also the Principal Investigator of World Values Survey 

in Hong Kong and the Vice President of Hong Kong Political Science Association. His research interests include 

contentious politics, political sociology, public opinion, Hong Kong politics, and Global China. His research 

has appeared in China Quarterly, China Journal, Information, Communication and Society, Political Studies, 

Mobilization, Social Movement Studies, among others. He co-edited An Epoch of Social Movements (Chinese 

University Press, 2018) The Umbrella Movement: Civil Resistance and Contentious Space in Hong Kong 

(Amsterdam University Press, 2019). He is now editing two special issues in China Quarterly and Social 

Movement Studies on China’s alternative public spheres and Asia’s network movements respectively. He 

received his PhD in Government from the London School of Economics in 2015. 

 

Jai-Kwan JUNG – Korea University – jkjung@korea.ac.kr 

Jai-Kwan Jung is a Professor in the Department of Political Science and International Relations at Korea 

University. He received his PhD from the Department of Government at Cornell University. Prior to joining 

Korea University, he was an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science and the Elliott School 

of International Affairs at the George Washington University. Dr. Jung’s research interests include social 

movements and contentious politics, political conflict and violence, and comparative 

authoritarianism/democratization. His work has appeared in a number of academic journals such as Asian 

Politics & Policy, Democratization, European Journal of Political Research, International Political Science 

Review, Journal of International Politics, Journal of National Defense Studies, Korean Journal of Defense 

Analysis, Korea Observer, Korean Political Science Review, Mobilization, Pacific Focus, among many 

others. Dr. Jung has received the Excellent Teaching Award from Korea University in 2012 to 2020 as well as 

the Seoktap Teaching Award in 2011. He is now working on the politics of protests and democratic development 

in South Korea. 

 

Teresa WRIGHT – California State University, Long Beach – teresa.wright@csulb.edu 
Teresa Wright is a professor and Chair of the Department of Political Science at California State University, 

Long Beach. She has also been a visiting scholar and visiting fellow at the East-West Center in Honolulu, 

Hawaii as well as a visiting scholar at Academia Sinica in Taipei, Taiwan. She received her PhD in political 

science from the University of California, Berkeley. Dr. Wright has written numerous books, including 

Popular Protest in China (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2018), Party and State in Post-Mao China (Cambridge: 

Polity Press, 2015), Accepting Authoritarianism: State-Society Relations in China’s Reform Era (Palo Alto: 
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Stanford University Press, 2010), and The Perils of Protest: State Repression and Student Activism in China 

and Taiwan (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2001). In 2019, Dr. Wright was awarded the California 

State University, Long Beach College of Liberal Arts’ “Most Valuable Professor” and was awarded the 

President’s Award for Outstanding Faculty Achievement in 2018. 

 

Workshop Fellows: 
 

Chester Antonino ARCILLA – University of the Philippines-Manila – ches_arcilla@yahoo.com 

Chester is faculty of development studies, economics, and sociology at the University of the Philippines-

Manila. His work focuses on the interstices of subalternity, social movements, homemaking, and urban 

financialization. He recently completed his Ph. D. studies, where he analyzed how subaltern resistances co-

constitute urban planning using engaged ethnography and life-history. His recent research highlights home 

assemblage among the urban poor, the feminization of homemaking, and the urban subaltern resistances and 

histories against housing commodification. 

 

Wei CHEN – Nanjing University – njuchenwei@nju.edu.cn 

Dr. Wei Chen is an assistant professor at the School of Government, Nanjing University. She holds a Ph.D. in 

political science from Hong Kong Baptist University. Her research interests include contentious politics, labor 

politics, industrial relation and non-governmental organization in contemporary China. Her publications have 

appeared in The China Quarterly, The China Review and other journals. 

 

Akanit HORATANAKUN – McGill University – akanit.horatanakun@mail.mcgill.ca 

Akanit Horatana is a Ph.D. student in the Department of Political Science, McGill University. His dissertation 

asks: why do some civil society organizations and social movements succeed in changing how the state 

addresses human rights protection and violations in the context of Asia? His cases involve countries in East 

and Southeast Asia with an in-depth investigation of Thailand and Taiwan. He is also conducting research on 

the student movement and contentious politics in Thailand under a support from Focus on the Global South. 

Before joining McGill, he worked several years on human rights advocacy and campaigning in the context of 

Southeast Asia with a focus on Thailand.  Research Interests: Comparative Politics and Southeast Asian 

Politics, State and Civil Society, Politics of Human Rights. 

 

Claudia Junghyun KIM – City University of Hong Kong – cldk@bu.edu 

Claudia Junghyun Kim is an Assistant Professor at City University of Hong Kong. She researches social 

movements, military bases, and politics of Korea and Japan. For 2019-20, she was a postdoctoral fellow at 

Harvard University's Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, Program on U.S.-Japan Relations. 

 

Sarah LEE – University of California, Berkley – lee.sarah@berkeley.edu 

Sarah Lee is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Political Science at the University of California Berkeley, 

whose research focuses on religion and politics as seen in the contexts of comparative politics and 

international relations in Asia. Her dissertation explores the Chinese Communist Party’s selective treatment of 

Protestant churches. Sarah has written on topics ranging from contentious politics in authoritarian regimes to 

major power dynamics in multilateral institutions. Sarah received an MA in Political Science from U.C. 

Berkeley, an MA in International Relations from Peking University and a BA in Government from Dartmouth 

College. Her research has been supported by the National Science Foundation and the Global Religion 

Research Initiative. 

 

Dongshu LIU – City University of Hong Kong – dongshu.liu@cityu.edu.hk 

Dongshu Liu is currently an assistant professor of political science at the Department of Public Policy, City 

University of Hong Kong. He received his Ph.D. in Political Science from Syracuse University. His research 

interests include Chinese politics, political economy and institutions in authoritarian regimes, and survey 

experiments on public opinion and political behavior. Dongshu’s primary research is about distributional 

politics in authoritarian regimes. He also conducts studies on online political participation, policy advocacy, 

authoritarian control and repression, and regime support in China. His research works have appeared in 

Governance, Journal of Contemporary China, and Political Studies. 
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Yuchen LIU – Freie Universität – yuchen.liu.kf@gmail.com 

Yuchen Liu is currently a postdoc researcher at Freie Universität in Berlin, Germany, working on the ERC 

project "Digital Governance in China". His research interests include coercion, law and politics, policing, 

organized crime, and governance. He got her Ph.D. from Northwestern University in June 2020 with the 

dissertation "The Politics of Policing in China: How Front Police Shape Order and Security". He got her M.A 

from Yale and B.A from China Youth University. 

 

Aulia NASTITI – Northwestern University – aulianastiti@u.northwestern.edu 

Aulia Nasiti is a Ph.D. student in political science at Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois. Born and 

raised in Indonesia, she is never cease to be amazed by Indonesian politics. She is am especially fascinated by 

the ways in which marginalized groups and ordinary people get by and navigate through various challenges 

posed by often complex and confusing political dynamics in Indonesia. Substantively, her interests lie in the 

intersection of political economy and contentious politics, especially on the political economy of labor 

commodification, capitalist development, collective mobilization, and affective dimension in politics. With 

her colleague in Anthropology, she has co-authored a journal article on the role of emotive politics in Islamic 

mass mobilization in Indonesia. Currently, she is writing her dissertation proposal which attempts to explain 

how the structure of sectoral market competition and state protection shape the patterns of labor precarity and 

precarious workers' struggle in Indonesia. These interests are closely related to my curiosity about the idea of 

"work" as one main way to sustain our livelihood and a sphere in which we spend most of our waking time. 

Her personal biography also leads her to this issue. She grew up in a middle-class family with both parents 

working as civil servants - one of few secure jobs with lifetime tenure that you can get in Indonesia, albeit 

relatively modest income. But in her adult life, she has never experienced this sense of long-term stability and 

job security in my own work life. Personal experience as precarious workers in academia and observation of 

increasing labor flexibilization across various sectors motivates her to take on this research. 

 

Eun-A PARK – University of California, Riverside – epark125@ucr.edu 

Eun-A Park is a Ph.D. student in political science at University of California, Riverside. Since 2019, she has 

been awarded the Fulbright Foreign Scholarship. Her research interests lay in the field of contentious politics 

and comparative ethnic/diaspora politics with special focuses on immigration and citizenship institutions.   

Combing her training in political science and her past experiences of working for North Korean human rights 

NGOs, her current research project analyzes how North Korean refugees/migrants have mobilized 

transnational North Korean human rights movement by highlighting local context and agency of activists. She 

received her M.A in political science at Yonsei University, Seoul, South Korea. Her M.A thesis was published 

in 2017 by The Journal of the Humanities for Unification. (Park, E. A. (2017). "A Study on the 

Governmentality of Making North Korean Migrants into Neoliberal Subjects: Focusing on the Analysis of 

‘Chakkan Neighbor’ Discourse in South Korea," The Journal of the Humanities for Unification, Vol. 72, pp. 

169~196.) 

 

Saleena SALEEM – University of Liverpool – saleena.saleem@liverpool.ac.uk 

Saleena Saleem Begum is a PhD student in Sociology at the University of Liverpool. Her research interests 

are on the political sociology of Muslim societies in South-east Asia, ethno-religious politics, gender and 

democratization. Her PhD project interrogates how Muslim women activists from secular and religious groups 

navigate the polarized political context in Malaysia in their advocacy work on contentious gender issues. The 

study aims to identify avenues for mitigating intra-Muslim political polarization in Malaysia. Saleena holds a 

M.Sc. in Political Science from Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). She also holds a M.Sc. in 

Business and Economics Journalism and a B.A. in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology from Boston 

University (BU). Prior to joining the University of Liverpool in 2018, she held research positions at the 

Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies, S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang 

Technological University (NTU), and at the Centre for Asia and Globalization, Lee Kuan Yew School of 

Public Policy, National University of Singapore (NUS). 

 

Maggie SHUM – University of Notre Dame – mshum@nd.edu 

Maggie Shum is a Postdoctoral Research Associate at the Keough School of Global Affairs at the University 

of Notre Dame. She received her PhD in Political Science at Notre Dame, specializing in comparative politics 
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with a regional focus in Latin America, Brazil and Hong Kong. She is interested in participatory policies, 

policy diffusion, political party organizations, contentious politics, and elections.   Her dissertation “The 

Politics of Policy Diffusion: Party Organization Versus Individual Motivations in the Diffusion of 

Participatory Budgeting in Brazil” focuses how participatory budgeting (PB) – a program that is heavily 

associated with the Workers’ Party (PT)  – managed to spread across Brazil, and adopted by politicians from 

both the left and the right.  Her other project explores the relationship between the “stunted” party system 

development and the cycle of contentious politics in Hong Kong especially in recent years. Currently, she is 

also conducting a survey research "Hong Kong Voices in American Politics" to grasp Hong Kong-Americans' 

political attitudes in the 2020 US election.  She is part of the Comparative Assessment of Electoral Risk 

(CAER) project in evaluating the potential scenarios and their damage to democratic institutions and norm in 

the 2020 US election in the "American Democracy at Risk: A Global Comparative Perspective" report.  Shum 

has commented on Hong Kong politics in the media including the Washington Post’s Monkey Cage, La 

Tercera, Catholic News Service and Mischiefs of Faction. She interned at the National Endowment for 

Democracy (NED) and Freedom House, which she supported several reports: Freedom in the World (Hong 

Kong, China and Tibet), Freedom in the Net (China), and the China Media Bulletin. 

 

Mutmainna SYAM – Humboldt University of Berlin – mutmainna.syam@hu-berlin.de 

Mutmainna Syam is a Ph.D. candidate and Research Assistant in Institute of Asia and African Studies, 

Humboldt University of Berlin. For the next three years she will conduct her research on democratization, 

religious authorities and education sector in Indonesia in the framework of Volkswagen Foundation project 

“Secularity, Islam and Democracy in Indonesia and Turkey (SIDIT)” lead by Dr. Saskia Schäfer. She holds a 

Masters degree in International Relations from Gazi University, Turkey and Bachelor degree in International 

Relations from Hasanuddin University, Indonesia. 

 

Nhu Quynh-Thuy TRUONG – Stanford University – ntruong@stanford.edu 
Nhu Truong is Shorenstein Postdoctoral Fellow on Contemporary Asia at Stanford University. Her research 

addresses questions of the repressive-responsive nature of authoritarian rule, opposition politics and 

repertoires of societal resistance, party and state formation, and political legitimation, with a regional focus on 

Southeast Asia and East Asia. Her book project, titled “In the Shadow of Authoritarian Expropriation: From 

Reactive to Institutionalized Responsiveness in Vietnam and China,” explains how and why two most similar 

communist regimes highly differ in their responsiveness to land-related social unrest. Truong has published 

articles in Journal of East Asian Studies, and Problems of Post-Communism, as well as in an edited volume on 

the statenesss and democracy in East Asia. She received her Ph.D. in Political Science from McGill 

University, M.P.A in International Policy and Development from Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of 

Public Service, New York University, her M.A. in Asian Studies from the University of Texas at Austin, and 

her B.A. in International Studies from Kenyon College. 

 

Charmaine WILLIS – University at Albany, SUNY – cwillis@albany.edu 

Charmaine N. Willis is a PhD candidate in the Department of Political Science, Rockefeller College of Public 

Affairs and Policy at the University at Albany, State University of New York. Her research focuses on 

contentious politics broadly defined (including protests, social movements, and political violence), civil 

society, and US base politics with a regional focus on East Asia. Her dissertation project examines the 

interplay of social movement framing and political opportunity structures in the context of anti-US-military 

mobilization in Japan, South Korea, and the Philippines. Her work has appeared in the Asian Journal of 

Comparative Politics, International Studies Perspectives, the Journal of Civil Society, the Journal of Political 

Science Education, PS: Politics and Political Science, Small Wars and Insurgencies, and Terrorism and 

Political Violence. Charmaine has an MA from American University's School of International Service and a 

BA in from the University of Southern Maine. 

 

Eunji WON – Northern Illinois University – ewon1@niu.edu 

Eunji Won is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Political Science at Northern Illinois University, studying 

comparative politics. Originally from South Korea, Eunji received her M.A. in Political Science and B.A. in 

Business Administration from Sungshin Women’s University in Seoul, South Korea.  My broader research 

interests are in the comparative politics of state-building, authoritarian regime institutions, and the political 

economy of development, focusing on Southeast Asia. My dissertation, “Mechanisms of Durability of 
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Authoritarian Regimes Operating in Strong States," focuses on Malaysia and South Korea and compares how 

the severity of popular threats and resource scarcity affect the different trajectories of state capacity building 

and, thus, authoritarian regime durability through the process of public goods provision and the institutional 

development.  I have held a researcher position in the Center for East Asian Studies at Sungshin Women’s 

University and research assistant positions in The Asan Institute for Policy Studies and Korean Institute of 

Southeast Asian Studies. My research has been supported by Northern Illinois University’s Center for Southeast 

Asian Studies and the Department of Political Science, and Chulalongkorn University, Thailand. 

 

Kai YANG – The Chinese University of Hong Kong – kaiyang7@link.cuhk.edu.hk 

Kai Yang is a PhD candidate in the Department of Government and Public Administration at the Chinese 

University of Hong Kong. His research covers comparative politics and contentious politics, with empirical 

focus on China and Vietnam. His research employs both qualitative and quantitative methods, with particular 

training on machine learning. His previous research has been published in the China Quarterly. 

 

Sokphea YOUNG – University College London – sophiabelieve@gmail.com 

Sokphea Young obtained his PhD from the University of Melbourne (Australia), and is currently an Honorary 

Research Fellow at the University College London (UK). His research interests are on the areas of transnational 

activism, civil society, visual politics and media, citizenship, social movements, and political regime and 

contentious politics in Southeast Asia. His research published in Journal of International Relations and 

Development, The Chinese Journal of Comparative Law, Journal of Civil Society, Asian Politics & Policies, 

Asian Journal of Social Science, Georgetown Journal of Asian Affairs, and Journal of Current Southeast Asian 

Affairs, and as book chapters and other working papers. He is working on two books manuscripts (i) "strategies 

of authoritarian survival and dissensus: Weak men versus strongmen in Southeast Asia" under contract with 

Palgrave Macmillan; and (ii) "Visual spectacle: Social media, citizenship and political emancipation in 

Cambodia". 

 

Ruoting Zheng – The Chinese University of Hong Kong – zhengruoting@hotmail.com 

Ruoting Zheng is currently a Ph.D. candidate at the Department of Government and Public Administration, The 

Chinese University of Hong Kong. She got her bachelor's degree at Xiamen University and a master's degree at 

Tsinghua University. Before she began her Ph.D. studies, she worked in the justice department and 

organizational department in Guangdong province. Her research interests include contentious politics, 

authoritarian legality, and digital governance. Her dissertation The Power of Contention: Whether and How 

Ordinary Citizens Shape Politics Through Voices analyses the interaction between popular contention and 

government responsiveness in contemporary China. She has published papers in journals like China Information 

and China Nonprofit Review. 

 

 

The 2020 Asia Workshop is sponsored by:  
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